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unsettled " which might " involve considerations for Ulster of
far-reaching importance, and I am bound to he at my post,**
" Our loyalty," he reminded the Lord Mayor, u was of no recent
date, but the very foundation and groundwork of our political
action."
And he went on:
" We will now be prepared to show once more, without any
bartering for conditions, that tlw cause of Oroat Britain is our
cause. * *. We shall, I am sure, be prepared at uny cost to offer,
as we have already offered, our splendid foreo for loyal service
to our King and country in the certain hope that tiod will
defend the right/'
That there was need for these exhortnlions appears in u letter
of 10th August to Carson from Alexander MeDmvelL u The
view/' the Belfast solicitor wrote, u was pretty widespread that
the Volunteer Force should only offer their services* as the result
of a bargain," and he was glad that Carson agreed it was a wrong
one. The recruiting had been done indiscreetly; the Volunteers
were in a hassc; but if Home Rulo were hung up till the end of
the war, and Carson offered Kitchtsntsr 20,000 men for foreign
service, " and you came hero and Ktatod what you had offered,
there would be no difficulty in getting at once that number and
I think probably more/*
It is interesting to remember that it few (lays before Itadmond
had impressed John MacNeill and Colonel Moore with hi8 view
that to hold up the Reservists would be futnl to the cause of
Home Rule* Redmond also had his interview with Kitchener,
who received without enthusiasm the offer to guard the coast
of Ireland, which he took to be in no danger, " (let me five thou-
sand men and I will say * thank you,' " he told Redmond; ** get
me ten thousand and I will take off my hat to you.*'1
Redmond turned impatiently from the War Minister to the
Government and pressed them on two point* -to supply his
volunteers with " some arms and some drill instructors *f for the
Volunteers and to place the Home Rule Bill on the Statute Book,
Between these two fires the Prime Minister worked as usual for
compromise or for delay* " A long and rather critical Cabinet
tfate morning," he noted in his Diary, the 10th Augurt;
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